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Dear Lord Smith 

Scottish Sports Association Submission to the Smith Commission 

On behalf of our members I would like to thank you for the opportunity to submit to your Commission. 

From a sporting point of view, our members believe that the work of your Commission has the potential to 

positively impact on sport in Scotland and volunteering in Scotland more broadly and, as such, we welcome 

the opportunity to engage with your Commission. 

The Scottish Sports Association (SSA) exists to represent and support Scottish Governing Bodies (SGBs) of 

Sport as the independent and collective voice for SGBs. We represent their interests and currently have 52 

full members and 18 associate members. SGBs are responsible for the governance, development and 

delivery of their individual sports and provide a formal structure for the over 900,000 individuals in 

Scotland who are members of one of Scotland’s 13,000 sports clubs. Most of these organisations are run on 

a not-for-profit basis and are managed by volunteers. They provide coaching, competition and participation 

development opportunities for their local communities and most of the 195,000 people who volunteer in 

sport do so within the club structure.   

The Scottish Sports Association has compiled this response following consultation, as always, with our 

members. 

Our members wish to raise five areas for consideration by your Commission to benefit sport in Scotland: 

1. Scotland’s Place In The World: Governance 

British Governing Bodies of Sport operating as British bodies through reflecting their Home 

Country Governing Body composition, akin to a more federal system 

 

The governance of sport in Scotland and Britain varies by sport. However, for many sports 

which have a British Governing Body, Scotland is regarded as a ‘region’ in governance 

terms, rather than as a constituent stakeholder. Our members seek an evolution of British 

Governing Body governance which ensures that they are truly British in nature, through 

equality of partnership, accountability and transparency to the Home Nation Governing 

Bodies and SGBs having a guaranteed and equal voice in strategy and decision making; this 

is not the current reality within all British Governing Bodies. 

2. Scotland’s Place In The World: Representation 

Opportunities for Scotland to be further recognised by International Sporting Federations, 

enabling increased international competition by Scottish teams 

 

 



Recognition of membership to International Federations varies by sport, but dictates 

whether Scotland (as for other Home Nations) is able to compete in international 

tournaments as a nation in its own right, or if it can only compete as part of a British team. 

Our members seek further opportunities (which are currently limited for some sports) for 

Scotland to compete in international competitions as a Scottish team through International 

Federations recognising membership from Scotland. Scottish team members will continue 

to compete as part of Team GB for the Olympics and Paralympics. 

3. National Lottery 

Safeguarding the National Lottery 

 

Our members strongly and unanimously recognise and welcome the monumental impact 

the National Lottery, and the restoration of 20% of the shares of the National Lottery 

Distribution Fund to sport, has had on sport in Scotland. A fundamental priority in any 

changes resulting from the Smith Commission would be ensuring the continuation of 

existing arrangements and proportions of the National Lottery Distribution Fund to sport in 

Scotland, through sportscotland. 

4. Tax Powers: Exemptions/Incentives for Volunteering  

A review of tax exemptions/incentives to further enable people to volunteer their time to enrich 

civic society 

 

195,000 people currently volunteer in sport in Scotland. The Glasgow 2014 Commonwealth 

Games’ record-breaking applications from 50,811 individuals seeking to volunteer at the 

Games demonstrates a clear interest from more people to get involved in volunteering. 

Enhanced income tax exemptions/incentives for individuals who are involved in 

volunteering may act as a fundamental enabler to encourage and engage more people to 

volunteer in Scotland. Empowering communities must first be preceded by enabling 

individuals, ensuring people have the time to volunteer to make a difference. 

Furthermore, one of the most cited reasons as to why people don’t volunteer is a lack of 

time. Individuals from lower socio-economic groups are often more time-poor than 

individuals from higher socio-economic groups which demonstrates a clear requirement for 

additional mechanisms to encourage and enable employers to provide time release for 

employees to volunteer (Employer Supported Volunteering). Enhanced corporation tax 

exemptions/incentives for businesses who provide time release for their staff to volunteer 

could revolutionise volunteering in Scotland and Scottish civil society.  

5. Tax Powers: Exemptions for Sport 

The opportunity for a review of VAT exemptions for sports organisations 

 

There are 13,000 sports clubs in Scotland and almost one-fifth of the Scottish population is 

in membership of one of these clubs. The vast majority of these clubs are run by volunteers 

on a not-for-profit basis. Our members seek opportunities for further tax and VAT 

exemptions to be available for sporting organisations. Such mechanisms which reduce 

expenditure for community sports clubs would provide clubs with further resource to 

invest in developing both the club and opportunities for people to participate whilst 

hopefully also reducing the costs for people to become members of a sports club. 



A number of our members recognise the additional cost to Scottish Governing Bodies in travel for 

teams/athletes to international competitions – including at club level – and to attract teams/athletes to 

travel to Scottish events/competitions associated with Air Passenger Duty, as identified by our partners at 

The Scottish Tourism Alliance within their response. 

On behalf of our members, thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to your Commission. 

Should you wish to discuss the issues raised in this response with the SSA or our members, or if we can be 

of further assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Kim Atkinson 

Policy Director 


